Interview Questions
1. What is the current "Safe Yield" of the Lake Belton/Stillhouse Hollow sub-system compared to the total volume of existing water contracts?
Still Regarding “Safe Yield,” we understand this term to mean the amount of water that can reliably be supplied from a reservoir or reservoir sub-system through the critical drought period while leaving a pre-determined amount of supply in the reservoir at the conclusion of the drought. For example, 1-year safe yield or 6-month safe yield.

“Safe Yield” is typically not used in Texas for long-term water supply contracting. Instead, firm yield is typically used, which is an estimate of the water supply that can be satisfied through the critical drought period using the entire reservoir or sub-system of reservoir storage. For the Lake Belton/Stillhouse Hollow sub-system, previous analyses show that all contracts from the Lake Belton/Stillhouse Hollow sub-system (roughly 210,000 acre-feet) can be satisfied through 2070 on a firm yield basis once the Belhouse Drought Preparedness Project is in place.

1. Based on current PHDI (Palmer Hydrologic Drought Index) trends of −2.4, how many days of "zero inflow" can the system sustain before hitting Stage 2 (Drought Warning)?
Under conservative “worst-case” conditions which assume minimal inflows combined with historically high evaporation rates, model projections indicate that Stage 2 conditions could be reached at Lake Proctor by late July, with other reservoirs in the BRA system potentially reaching Stage 2 later in the fall if drought conditions persist or intensify.

These projections are estimates and are intended for planning purposes, rather than a prediction tied to a fixed duration of zero inflow.

1. With the Stage 1 Drought Watch declared yesterday, what is the estimated daily "Evaporative Loss" for the system compared to the daily draw for Temple's industrial sector?
At Lake Belton, evaporative losses during the month of April typically range from approximately 90 to 100 acre-feet per day. As temperatures increase into the summer months, evaporation rates generally rise to 130 to 140 acre-feet per day, with occasional days exceeding 150 acre-feet per day under extreme conditions.

By comparison, the City of Temple’s total daily raw water diversions from Lake Belton generally range from 30 to 70 acre-feet per day, depending on seasonal demand, with an average daily use of approximately 50 acre-feet per day.

It should be noted that the Brazos River Authority (BRA) tracks total raw water diversions at the point of withdrawal and does not differentiate between municipal, commercial, or industrial uses within a customer’s distribution system. Therefore, any breakdown of Temple’s water use by sector, including industrial demand, would need to be obtained directly from the City of Temple.

1.  In your modeling for the 2026 Region G Water Plan, what "unforeseen industrial load" percentage was used for Bell County? 
The modeling performed and the data compiled for the 2026 Region G Water Plan is not a product of the BRA. The Technical Consultant for the Region G regional water planning group compiles the data and the modeling that is included within the current regional water plan. Carollo Engineers is the Technical Consultant for the 2026 Region G Regional Water Plan. The BRA is the political subdivision sponsor and administrative agent for the group but is not the author of the data or modeling in the plan.
1. Does the BRA’s current Water Management Plan (WMP) assume "Closed-Loop" efficiency for all new industrial contracts, or does it model for evaporative cooling loss? 
BRA does not have any information regarding the cooling types for new industrial projects coming to the basin. BRA’s Water Management Plan defines the operational principles that BRA uses to operate its system under its various water rights and is not used to evaluate potential new customers.

1. Has the BRA received any "Technical Memorandums" or mechanical specs from the City of Temple regarding "high-heat-day" water spikes for new industrial customers? 
No, BRA has not received any "Technical Memorandums" or mechanical specs from the City of Temple regarding "high-heat-day" water spikes for new industrial customers. 
1. Does the current 2026 draft demand projection for Temple include the "High-Growth" or "0.5 Migration" scenario, and does that baseline account for the millions of gallons of daily industrial load added by data center permits issued since 2022?
See response for Question 4 above.
1. If the BRA triggers a "Senior Call" (where older water rights take priority), where do new "Industrial/Commercial" contracts in Temple fall in the priority line compared to municipal residential needs? 
BRA is not responsible for the regulation and oversight of water rights within the Brazos River Basin. The TCEQ Brazos Watermaster oversees the allocation of water across water rights within the area, including the Bell County area.
1. Is the City of Temple’s agreement with Meta/Rowan based on "Firm Yield" (guaranteed) water, or is it utilizing "Interruptible Water" that can be cut off during a drought? 
BRA does not have any information regarding the City of Temple’s agreement with Meta/Rowan. 
1. Has the BRA been consulted on the "Interconnection Studies" required by the new March 2026 PUCT draft rules (16 TAC §25.194) regarding large loads (75MW+) in Bell County? 
No, BRA was not consulted on the “Interconnection Studies”.
1. Which water supply projects listed in the 2022 plan for Bell County have been flagged as "infeasible" or delayed in the draft 2026 Region G Plan?
The 2026 Regional Water Plans were adopted by the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) on January 22, 2026. 

Based on review of the 2026 Brazos G Regional Water Plan, no Bell County Water Supply Projects have been listed as “Infeasible” or delayed in the 2026 Brazos G Plan. 
1. Has the BRA's wastewater treatment division flagged a significant decrease in the "Return Flow" ratio for the City of Temple's industrial sector?  

BRA’s wastewater treatment division has not observed a significant decrease in the amount of treated wastewater being discharged to the receiving stream. Currently, ongoing reuse of wastewater from the Doshier Farm Wastewater Treatment Plant for the City of Temple includes irrigation and power plant cooling for the Panda Power Generation Plant. 
1. Can you provide the DB27 "Water Supply Analysis" summary for the City of Temple, specifically comparing current "Existing Water Supplies" against "Projected Demands" for the year 2030? 
See response for Question 4 above.
1. How much of the BRA’s approved FY 2026 rate increase of $106.00 per acre-foot is dedicated to infrastructure for the "High-Growth" industrial sector versus maintaining existing municipal service?
BRA’s system rate increased from $99.50 per acre-foot to $106.00 per acre-foot, an increase of $6.50 per acre-foot from FY 2025 to FY 2026 or 6.5 percent. The annual system rate, set each year in July, generates the necessary revenue to cover expenses to maintain the existing infrastructure and services of the system and funds new water supply projects to generate additional water supply for the future, including new demands in both the industrial and municipal sectors. 

Currently, the BRA does not have any long-term water available for new contracts. Should the BRA complete any new water supply projects in the future, such as the Whitney Reallocation Project or the proposed Allens Creek Reservoir, additional water may become available for contracting. However, the supply that will be generated from these projects has yet to be allocated or contracted to new BRA customers.
 
 Currently, approximately 57 percent of the total long-term contracts are municipal, 39 percent are industrial (primarily steam-electric power generation), 3 percent irrigation, with the remaining as mining and other uses.
